Global Literature







EXAM  REVIEW

 Acceleration   by Graham McNamee

I. Character Identification: Describe the following characters and their role in the novel.

1. Duncan- _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. Wayne- _________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Vinny- _________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. Roach- __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. Kim- ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6. Cherry- _________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. Jacob- __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

8. Duncan’s mom- __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

9. Duncan’s dad- ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

10. Gran- __________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Short Answer: 2 pts each = 30 total

1. Where does the story take place?

2. Where does Duncan work? What does he do there to pass the time? 

3. Why is Duncan afraid of the water?

4. What sort of information does Duncan find in the small, leather-bound book from the lost and found?

5. Describe what happens when Duncan follows Cherry home. 

6. Why do you think the police ignore Duncan’s pleas to look in the diary?

7. What are the three childhood behaviors that are shared by most serial killers?

8. How does Duncan finally discover Roach’s identity?

9. Why does Duncan need Wayne’s help, once he has discovered where Roach lives?

10. What do we learn about Roach’s grandmother, once Duncan and Wayne have entered the house?

11. What does Duncan find in Roach’s basement? 

12. How is Duncan injured in the chase scene with Roach, before they get to the subway? 

13. Why is Duncan in the hospital at the end of the novel?

14. At the end of the novel, what does everyone, including the cops, think 

has happened between Duncan and Roach? 

15. What happens with Duncan in the pool at the very end of the novel? 

 Essay: 

1. Do you think Duncan is a hero at the end of the novel? What makes him a hero? 

    Do you think he should have told the truth at the end? 

    Why is he so committed to solving this mystery?

2. Describe the chase scene, in detail, at the end of the novel. 

    How does McNamee build the suspense? 

3. Describe the friendships that exist between Duncan, Vinny and Wayne. 

    What role does each boy play in solving this mystery and 

tracking down the serial killer? 

    Do you think any of them could have done it alone? 

    Why do the boys keep what has happened a secret? 

